Discussievragen voor docenten en studenten

1. You wantto excavate in a minority community and have permissionfromthe national authorities. The
local peoplearenot happy with your project and do not want you to continue your excavations,
despite the fact that you have the proper permits. Administratively, everythingis readyto go. Are you
going to continue the dig or not?

2. You want to take samples of bones from a cemetery. A group of people who claimto be descended
from the deceased disagreeand want to rebury bones, without anyresearch being done. What will
you do?

3. You want to publish/writea paper abouta projectin Peru and you are almostready. You have only
used Englishliterature, but know that there is a lot of Spanish literaturethatis more recent and may
contradictyour findings. You do not speak Spanish. Whatwill youdo?

4. For your MA thesis, you spent four weeks doingresearchina Berlinarchive. Whileyou'rewriting your
thesis at home, you discover some inaccuraciesin your notes. Some useful quotes did not include
page numbers. In another caseyoususpect, but arenot sure, that you have forgotten the word 'not'.
(Withthat negation, the quote would take on a completely different meaning.) Your thesis deadlineis
two weeks away. What will you do?

5. Your MA thesis has been sosuccessful thatyour supervisor encourages you to write a PhD proposal
based on this paper. “But,” she adds, “if you want to persuade the lender to fund your project, you
need to puta strongemphasis on the importance of your research. You may exaggerate or bluffa bit
insucha project application, whichis partofthe genre!' You look at her somewhat stunned, because
as a thesis supervisor sheconstantlyinsisted onaccuracy, precisionand 'don'tsay more than you can
deliver'.What will you do?

6. You have written an articleabouta cultural-historical subjectfroma distantpastthat will causea stir
inawider circleand with which you will almost certainly makethe NOS news. You realizethat certain
population groups will be offended by the results of your research. What areyou doing?

7. You area student working on your MA thesis.You unexpectedly make a sensational discovery. Your
thesis supervisor recognizes the potential of your findings and says thathe/she will immediately
process the informationinanarticlethathe/sheis currently working on. You do not likethe idea.
What will youdo?

8. You areworking with a community with littleeconomical and political power. You are working
together intensively with a local research assistant, whois semi-literature, but has an excellent
knowledge of the languageand a great network inthe community. Your resul tingthesis is ofsucha
quality thatyour supervisor encourages youto publishitas anarticle. How reasonableisitto
acknowledge the contribution of your collaborator by inviting her to become a co-author of the
plannedarticle?



